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than now ? But yet, though I now do declare the truth, to pull
you from the blindness that you were led in, yet, we ensure you,
we would ye knew that it appertained! nothing to any of our
subjects to appoint us our Council, ne we will take it so at your
hands. Wherefore, henceforth, remember better the duties of
subjects to your King and Sovereign Lord, and meddle no more
of those, nor such like things, as ye have nothing to do in.

To the fourth; where ye, the commons, do name certain of
our Council to be subverters both of God's law and the laws of
this realm; we do take and repute them as just and true executors,
both of God's laws and ours, as far as their commissions under
us do extend. And if any of our subjects can duly prove the
contrary, we shall proceed against them, and all other offenders
therein, according to justice, as to our estate and dignity royal
doth appertain. And in case it be but a false and untrue report
(as we verily think it is), then it were as meet, and standeth as
well with justice, that they should have the self-same punishment
which wrongfully hath objected this to them, that they should
have had if they deserved it. And one thing amongst others
maketh me think that this slander should be untrue; because it
proceedeth from that place which is both so far distant from
where they inhabit, and also from those people which never
heard them preach, nor yet knoweth any part of their conversa-
tion. Wherefore we exhort you, our commons, to be no more
so light of credit, neither of ill things spoken of your King and
Sovereign, nor yet of any of his Prelates and Counsellors; but to
think that your King, having so long reigned over you, hath as
good discretion to elect and chose his Counsellors as those (who
so ever they be) that hath put this in your heads.

Here, in this final point, which ye, our Commons of York-
shire, do desire, and also In the matter of the whole, we verily
think that the rest of our whole commons (whereof ye be in
manner but an handful) will greatly disdain, and not bear it,
that ye take upon you to set order both to them and us, your both
Sovereign; and that (though ye be rebels) ye would make them
as bearers and partakers of your mischief; willing them to take
pardon for insurrections, which verily I think and doubt not they
never minded; but, like true subjects, to the contrary, hath